OCR AS Travel and Tourism
Unit 3:  Travel Destinations

In the Travel and Tourism industry it is essential that you have a sound knowledge of popular travel destinations, along with what they can offer visitors.  This unit will enable you to build up your knowledge of the major short and long-haul destination for UK tourists by researching a variety of destinations.   

Vocational skills: 

· Research the location and features of destinations 

· Matching the needs of potential customers with potential destinations and evaluating their suitability 

The unit is assessed through PORTFOLIO.  
You will investigate two travel destinations (one short-haul and one long-haul).  Your evidence will include: 

· A locational description with maps of different scales of your two chosen destinations 

· A detailed study of your two contrasting travel destinations identifying their key features, along with an explanation of why they appeal to different types of tourists 

· Your research and analysis, with information from a range of sources, into the key features of your two chosen travel destinations 

· A reasoned explanation of recent trends in the popularity of your two chosen travel destinations, as judged by visitor numbers, with your reasoned predictions about their likely appeal in the foreseeable future.   

What do you need to learn? 

You need to learn about:

Part 1

Research skills 

Part 2

Geographical locations of major short and long haul destination 

for UK tourists 

Part 3 

Key features of major destinations 

Part 4 

Why different destinations appeal to different tourist groups 

Part 5

Changes in popularity of tourist destinations 

Portfolio Information:  Unit 3 – Travel Destinations 

You need to produce evidence of your investigation into two travel destinations (one short-haul and one long-haul)  [50 marks] 

Your evidence needs to include: 

· AO1
A locational description with maps of different scales of your two chosen destinations   [15 marks] 

· AO2
A detailed study of your two contrasting travel destinations identifying their key features, along with an explanation of why they appeal to different types of tourists   [13 marks]

· AO3
Your research and analysis, with information from a range of sources, into the key features of your two chosen travel destinations  [12 marks] 
· AO4
A reasoned explanation of recent trends in the popularity of your two chosen travel destinations, as judged by visitor numbers, with your reasoned predictions about their likely appeal in the foreseeable future.   [10 marks] 

As we progress through the year I will set up a series of deadlines for each of the different AO components of the portfolio.   For example, when I ask for AO1 to be completed I will set a date and you will complete all the work for this unit before this date.  I will then mark your work, give you an estimated mark, annotate your work and give you ideas about how you can improve this section.  The next time that I see this section will be when I give it my final mark at the end of the unit.  

It is essential that you stick to the deadlines that I set.  If you do not, you will find it very difficult to access the marks that you are capable of achieving. 

A final plea – please remember that if you only get your information from the internet – your information will be limited.  You need to access the local libraries for books and local travel agents in addition to any computer research . . . but more about that later  . . . . . 

T Manson 

August 2006 
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