 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the Year 9 Geography Field Trip to the North Coast – you must write up a Fieldwork report that explains what you did on the field trip and what it means.

Aim 

The Aim of this Field Trip is to enable students to learn and understand the main components of the erosive and depositive power of the coast.  We will also look at how we may be destroying this fragile environment 

 

What things did we measure on the Field trip?

There were 3 main activities/tasks that you carried out on the Field trip  - 

1.
Beach Quality – 3 Beach Quality surveys at Site 1, Site 2 and Site 3 and Field Sketches 

2.
Types of Economic Activity along the North Coast 

3.
Extended Beach Quality Exercise – 

· Size of Stones 

· Type of Pollution

How to write a fieldwork report

In Year 8, when you wrote up your weather project the format was similar to that which we will use this year.  Your fieldwork report should consist of 7 sections.

1. Title Page 

2. Introduction 

3. Aims (Hypothesis) 

4. Data Collection 

5. Data Presentation 

6. Data Analysis (Writing) 

7. Conclusion and Evaluation 

1. Title Page 

On a plain piece of paper write out the title for the project, your name and your class.  If you want you can include relevant photographs or a drawing/picture.  The Title for this project is 

“The Coastal environment:  Erosion, Deposition and Pollution at the North Coast” 

Hint:  Make this page as colourful, neat and interesting as possible 

2. Introduction 

It is very important that you set the scene for the piece of work that you are doing.  Introductions should be as interesting as possible.  The introductions should be between 1 and 1 ½ pages long.  Use the following sentences to help you – 

· The coast is  . . . . .

· The main features of any coastal environment are . . . .

· The places that we visited for this field trip were  . . . . .

· In this project we will be looking at  . . . .

· We completed this piece of fieldwork (when) . . . . .

· The things that I enjoyed about the fieldwork are  . . . .

You should make sure that you include a location map to show exactly where we visited and completed our fieldtrip.

Hint:  Imagine that the person who is reading your report knows nothing about Geography or about what you did.  Use your own knowledge and your Geography book to tell readers about what they should expect to find in any coastal environment

3. Aims (Hypothesis) 

The Aim for the Fieldwork experience is stated on the first page of this booklet.  However, the aims of what you are going to look at in this report are slightly different.  For this fieldwork you are looking at 4 hypothesis or statements and you are going to prove whether the statements are true or false (this is done at the end of the coursework – in the conclusions) 

1. Parts of the beach along the North Coast are of a different quality

2. There is evidence of many different types of economic activity

3. There is evidence of erosion and deposition in this area 

4. Pollution is a big problem in this area 

Hint:  For this section all you need to do is take one page and to copy out the 4 aims/hypothesis.  Make sure that you refer to these as you present and write your coursework.  You should answer true or false to each hypothesis in the Conclusion section of your coursework.

4. Data Collection

In this section you must write about how you collected your results.  You must give a well written account of what was done on the fieldwork visit that we made to the North Coast.  This section must read well.  You need to make sure that you include the following information in your data collection section - 

· When did you collect your results?

· Where did you collect your results?

· Who was in your group?

· Describe what happened on the Fieldwork event

· How did you complete the Beach Quality surveys?

· What is a field sketch?

· What evidence of economic activity did you come across?

· How did you complete the stone size measurement?

· How did you complete the Pollution survey?

· What coastal features did you see during the field visit?

· What interesting things/features did you come across?

Hint:  Do try and make this into a piece of writing rather than just answering the questions.  It might be a good idea to show pictures of the equipment used during the day.  This should be about 1 ½ pages long.  You could divide this into different sections.

5. Data Presentation

This is the section where you will include any graphs, tables and pictures that have been collected and drawn to prove points in your coursework.  Your data presentation must include the following items – 

· Table of results for Beach Quality Table, Size of Stones Table, Examples of Economic Activity and Type of Pollution Table (This table must be hand drawn – it MUST NOT be the Table in the Fieldwork booklet)
· 3 Field sketches of the different stops along the route.  These should be coloured and labelled properly

· The following graphs must be drawn carefully and neatly 

i. Line graph comparing the quality totals for each site visited 

ii. Bar Chart comparing the Beach Quality Totals for each site

iii. Scattergraph of stone size vs distance from water edge 

iv. Graph to show pollution totals 

· You may add to this list of you wish – extra marks will be given to students who submit different types of graph

Hint:  Make sure that all drawings, tables and graphs are presented as neatly as possible.  You will loose marks if anything is not completed properly.  Graphs should be labelled properl, have titles and should be coloured (when appropriate).

Line graph comparing the quality totals for each site visited 

Bar Chart comparing the Beach Quality Totals for each site

Scattergraph of stone size vs distance from water edge 

Graph to show pollution totals

Unfortunately you must think carefully bout this graph yourself and come up with a suitable method of presenting it.  

6. Data Analysis (Writing) 

This section is the toughest part of any coursework.  You must try to explain to the reader what you have learnt.  For this coursework we suggest that you split this section into 4 sections – one section to talk about each of the different hypothesis 

Section A - 
Parts of the beach along the North Coast are of a different quality

Use appropriate graphs, tables and diagrams to explain the differences between the 3 places visited along the coast.

What are the main differences between the 3 places?

What are the main similarities?

Which place was the beach quality best?  Which place was the worst?

Can you think of any reasons why this is the case? 

Section B - 
There is evidence of many different types of economic 

Activity

What types of economic activity were found along the coast?

What advantages and disadvantages are there for any industry that may have located along the coast?

Is there any evidence of the struggles that these industries may have had to go through?

Section C - 
There is evidence of erosion and deposition in this 

area 

Did you come across any erosion landforms on the Fieldtrip?

Did you come across any deposition landforms on the Fieldtrip?

What did you notice about the stone size the further you moved from the water’s edge?

Which process is more important in this area? – Erosion or Deposition – give reasons for your answer

Section D - 
Pollution is a big problem in this area
What evidence was there that pollution takes place here?

Is pollution a major problem in this area?

Where and who does most of the pollution come from?

What suggestions can you make to stop pollution in this area?

Hint:  Make sure that when you are writing up the points for each section that you do not just answer the questions – try to think up questions yourself.  Also – do try to make sure that you refer to your tables, pictures and graphs in this section. It is essential that you explain to the reader what each graph shows.

7. Conclusion and Evaluation 

This is the last section of your project and is divided into 2 sections.  Each section should be about ½ page in length.

Conclusion 

· Explain what you have learnt by completing this coursework

· What things about coasts, pollution, beach quality etc have you learnt?

· Go back to your 4 aims and state them again and this time answer whether you have found each hypothesis to be true or false

Evaluation 

· What have you enjoyed about this fieldwork?

· What things have you not enjoyed?

· What things would you do differently if you had to do this piece of work again?

· What aspects of this fieldwork did you find difficult?

Hint:  You must reflect on your own feelings and opinions about the coursework in this section.  Be honest, but do try to be constructive with your ideas to change the coursework and do try to be realistic.


WELL DONE!   You have finished!

Other useful information 

· If you have access to a computer – do try to type and present as much of your coursework as possible on computer – it looks neater and you will get better presentation marks! 

· Some useful information and photos of the local area are found on the Geography department web site (click on the Key Stage 3 section and go to the Year 9 Coastal work section) The address is 

Http://www.slemishcollege.org.uk/Geography.htm
· Try to keep all of your work as neat as possible.  Make sure that all pages are free from spelling mistakes and errors.

· It is a good idea to put your completed coursework into some form of folder or binder so that your teacher does not lose bits of it when you hand it in.

· Finally, take pride in your work and try to do your very best.  The mark that you get for this piece of work will go towards your final Geography mark at the end of the year (and will go onto your summer report!)

· Finally, finally – make sure that you have you finished report ready to hand in for the coursework deadline.

( T Manson 2002 
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