Different Place – Different Pace
People in Mexico and Spain share the same language and have a similar culture and yet they are they are very different.  In Mexico the population is rising quickly; in Spain it is rising only slowly.  The change in total population is the result of the balance between the number of people being born and the number of people who are dying. 

Read the comments from the families in A and B below and answer the 3 questions that follow. 
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Questions 
1:
Give at least 2 reasons why you think the population is rising quickly in Mexico 

2: 
Give at least 2 reasons why you think the population is rising slowly in Spain   

3:
Which country is more likely to experience a drop in total population by 2050 – Mexico or Spain?   Explain your answer. 

Source:  Horizons Book 1 

I love my 2 kids but now I think  that’s enough!  I need to get back to my career before others take my place 





I would like to live in a trendy apartment in Madrid when I’m older but when I told my dad he just laughed and said ‘and what if your wife wants a big family, Mr Rich!’ 





My daughter hopes to become a doctor when she’s older.  She will need lots of money  . .  but she wont be supporting me in my old age.   She wants to work in the USA 





I want to be a doctor.  I will start to work at 25 and work hard for 10 years before I think about having a family.  





Photo A:   The Spanish Family 





Photo B:  The Mexican Family





Three of my seven babies have died  . . . I may have another.   





My new wife and I hope to have many children – it is a blessing from God to have many 





Without more sons I will have no one to help me in my work 





There’s no way I can got to college.  I’ve been working for 3 years just to help my family cope.  





Manolito and I plan to get married as soon as we leave school 








